MASS Rapid Transit Corp Sdn Bhd has received UnSDlICItEdw _
proposals for the Mass Rapid Transit Line 3 project on a turnkey 57 :
basis with financing. The company says the turnkey model caﬁ S

save the government billions of ringgit.
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Shahril also denies claims foreign firms
preferred over local contractors

SHAREN KAUR
KUALA LUMPUR

bt@mediaprima.com.my_

ASS Rapid Transit
Corp Sdn Bhd (MRT
Corp) has received
unsolicited propos-
als to undertake the MRT Line 3
project on a turnkey basis with
financing.

“We received the proposals
early this year. Those who are
willing to participate are regular
bidders in the market,” said MRT
Corp CEO Datuk Seri Shahril
Mokhtar after a media briefing
on the MRT Line 3 project, here,
yesterday.

He also dismissed speculations
that the Line 3 was targeting for-
eign firms as “local contractors
were not technically experi-
enced”, as claimed by some an-
alysts.

He said both local and foreign
firms could bid for the turnkey
contract for the project.

“I am in talks with capable (lo-
cal contractors) almost on a
weekly basis. We are not inclined
towards any suppliers or coun-
tries. This is purely based on
merit.

“Our technical requirements
are high and strict. It shows that
we want the best. We won’t settle
for less. We must be better than
MRT 1 and MRT 2,” said Shahril.

LLocal civil infrastructure com-
panies could bid for the turnkey
contract by forming consortia
or joint ventures (JVs) with for-
eign players with the technical
expertise and know-how, said
Shahril.

Building the MRT Line 3 on a
turnkey basis is expected to save
the government billions of ring-
git, compared to calling for ten-
ders and funding from Danalnfra
Nasional Bhd.

He also added that the MRT
Line 3 would have a minimum 30
per cent Bumiputera participa-
tion.
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Mass Rapid Transit Corp Sdn Bhd chief executive officer Datuk
Seri Shahril Mokhtar says the MRT Line 3 will have a minimum
30 per cent Bumiputera participation. PIC BY LUGMAN HAKIM ZUBIR

“When you try to get financing
from the outside, this could be
the conditions the foreigners
may not agree on.

“That is why there is no harm in
trying. We still have time. These
suppliers, contractors and com-
panies are hungry for projects.
They may want to consider all
these before putting in their
bids,” he said.

MRT Corp recently invited in-

.dustry players to participate

in the tender process to build
the MRT Line 3 on a turnkey ba-
sis.

In a tender notice earlier this
month, MRT Corp said the suc-
cessful applicant would be re-
sponsible for the engineering,
procurement, construction, test-
iIng and commissioning of the
40km MRT Line 3, featuring

32km of twin-bored tunnels and

8km of elevated viaducts.

It will also be expected to de- :

velop tunnels, viaducts, stations,

depots, track works, rolling :
stock, signalling, power supply :

and other related structures.

The third route, which is also :
known as the circle line due to its :
circular track, will feature 26 sta- :
tions, of which 19 stations will be :
underground and seven stations :

elevated.

Shahril said the final alignment
would be decided following feed- :

back from the public next year.

The public inspection was
scheduled to take place in June :
or July next year for three :

months, he said.

The tender briefing will be held
tomorrow while closing of the :

tender is on December 29.
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THE MRT IS CONVENIENT

¥ Easy, stress-free travel to
the city centre

# No more hunting for parking
at destination

% Seamless transfers to other
urban rail services

# Cashless payment system

® Feeder buses to give
you first and last mile
connectivity

THE MRT EASES CONGESTION

® The MRT can carry large
number of people

& [t is not hindered by traffic

® |t also reduces the number

of cars on the road - aiding
motorised public transport

THE MRT SAVES YOU MONEY

® Using the MRT is cheaper
than driving your own car

@ Petrol prices will no longer
affect your travel cost

@ No parking charges at your
destination

@& Less wear and tear on your
vehicle

THE MRT IS SAFE

® Rail travel'is a lot safer than
road travel

® Continuous security
monitoring throughout the
system

THE MRT BOOGSTS
THE ECONOMY

@ Efficient connectivity boosls
commercial activity

® Good transportation is a
catalyst for development

® Improved access boosts
property prices and rental
yield

» Better transportation
infrastructure drives urban
redevelopment

¢ Better productivity due to
petter mobility
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