ROBUST GDP GROWTH

(ovt emphasises people’s well-being

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s
favourable economic perfor-
mance in the first six months of
the year proves that the govern-
ment is giving priority to projects
related to people’s wellbeing,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak said.

He said Bank Negara
Malaysia's reserves exceeded
RMI0O billion, while internation-
al bodies and financial analysts
forecast that the economy was on
track to achieving higher eco-
nomic growth than before.

“Consumer sentiment is more
positive,

“This means the country’s
transformation policy and the
emphasis on projects like the
MRT (Mass Rapid Transit) have
received positive feedback,” he
said after chairing the Umno

supreme council meeting here

yesterday.

Malaysia’s econo-
my recorded rob-
ust expansion in
the second quarter
of the year, record-
ing a 5.8 per cent
growth in gross
domestic product
and 5.7 per cent for
the first half of the
year.

Commenting on
his upcoming meet-
ing with United
States President
Donald Trump on
Sept 12, Najib said
trade issues would
be one of the main
topics to be dis-
cussed.

“I will hold a press conference

before 1 go because I'm in the
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process of having
internal discus-
sions.

“One of the main
topics will be our
fight against ex-
tremism, Islamic
State group, mili-
tancy, the role
Malaysia (needs) to
play in making
Southeast Asia a
zone of peace, har-
mony.

“And also some
trade issues and
how we can Iim-
prove economic
relations with the
US.,” he said.




