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KVMRT 52% ready,

on track to

meet deadline

Work is ahead of schedule on the underground and elevated

portions of Line 1

BY AHMAD NAQIB IDRIS
ADZMAN SHAH

KUALA LUMPUR: Mass Rapid |

Transit Corp Sdn Bhd (MRT Corp)

said Line 1 of the Klang Valley Mass |

Rapid Transit (KVMRT) project is
at 52% completion and is on track
to meet its deadline of December
2016, which will see the Sungai Bu-
loh to Semantan line operational.

The completion rate is also
ahead of schedule, said MRT
Corp strategic communications
and public relations director Amir
Mahmood Razak.

“Overall, for both elevated and
underground, as at the end of Au-
gust, we are at 52% completion
against the [expected] 49%, so we
are ahead of schedule. Under-
ground, we are way ahead at 67%
completion against 64%. We are on
track for our initial target of Decem-
ber 2016,” he told a media briefing
on improved safety measures for
MRT construction sites here yes-
terday.

He added that the underground
segment and the southern sector
of the line will be completed by
July 2017.

As for Line 2 of the KVMRT pro-
ject, he said MRT Corp is still wait-
ing for the government's approval.

On the recent fuel subsidy ra-
tionalisation, he said there will be
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" no significant impact on the cost

of the project.

“All of the contracts have been
locked-in in terms of costs. It is un-
likely for there to be any impact;”
he said.

Yesterday’s briefing by MRT
Corp, together with Syarikat Mu-
hibbah Perniagaan & Pembinaan
Sdn Bhd and MMC-Gamuda KVM-

RT (PDP) Sdn Bhd, came after a
350-tonne concrete span toppled
and killed three construction work-
ers in August at the MRT project
site near Kota Damansara.

The Department of Safety and
Health had been called in to investi-
gate the matter and MRT Corp said
itis still awaiting the finalisation of
the former’s report.

Meanwhile, some of the safe-
ty improvements that have been
introduced since the incident in-
clude tighter supervision across
their sites, additional training for
workers, hiring of more staff mem-
bers for high-risk activities and
securing spans with either per-
manent or temporary support at
all times.




