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Avoiding
the dreaded
flashover

Underground construction giant
holds fire drill with a difference

By MENG YEW CHODNG
athestar.com.my
05T of us would Be famil-
tar with the common fire
safery drillsinvelving port-
able extinguishers or high pressure
hases to putout flames.
But for Contractors working in
the 0.5km portion of the Klang
MET{KMMRT), which coy
ers seven underground stations,
that knowledze s siunply: not good
erouzh
What they need is a simulatien
of real fires, and that is what they
expenenced recently
A hire in a tunnel under. con-
struchion -presents even gredte]
dangers due to the confined space
and lack of permanent ventilation,
“To mummise the Tisk ‘of injory
toour dedicated firefighting teams,
live fire training under controlled
concitions which replicate a fully
developad funnel fire 15 needed,
said Christepher Jehn Fenton, head
fsafery for MMC-Gamuda KVMRET
T) Sdn Bhd, the contractor for. the
undergrotind portion of the ME]
KMMET: lirefighting and rescis
créews gnust be farniliar with the
phenomenon. called flashover,
which is-a relatively new word
even for Fire and Rescue! Depdrt-
ment'personnek
Flashiover can be likenad te an
explosion in:slow rmoton and: 15
pverin just a few seconds
it 15 the near-simultaneous 1gni-
tionof mostof the directly-expased
combustible ‘maternal dn°.an
closed area; including combustible
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On their kneas: 4
ut of the fiashover containe

aases produced as a result of pyrol-
ysis, or thermal decompesition of
organicmaterial
For example, extréme heat from
a fire' can “'convert! all the wood
insidesa room o Nammable ras:
A fireman who cannot evacuate
the room in time will be consumed
by the rapidly expanding flames
of superheated
oas ignites:at around 500 degress,
along with other lammable mate-
Frals
MMC-Gamuda enlisted the help
of twia seasoned firemen from the
Los Angeles City Fire Departmient
o train its pescue’ pérsonnel on

}ve their head.

dealing with a flashover.

Oneof theny. Grez Pascolla, lost
a colleague to.a Mashover 14 years
ago; and that is what inspired him
fo pushat focbe a standard part ol
lirefighting training.

The training is conducted n a
custom-built stegl tontainer box
supplied by Drager, the Swedeén-
Hased leader in medical-and salety
technology

Pascolla

tandemn wikh |

(e L i
lire captain

from LA,

LETT R W

I

A

TR R

v 51 Celsio

LTS STTTRCRLE BT

PO e Lt e A

B fpein

and borh are inithe contamer with

the traje hetime

A fire g5 ik, and the heat [rom
this mitial five 18 ingh enoagh to
teem all
the. container-wall Into a flamma-
ble gas, wihich floats [ike a layered
cloud at the contatr
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and=smoke generation through the
Appropriate ope E
contamer. doors. the iremen
whenione should leayve
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L all you want, bt there s noth-

ing ke rraining using teal fire This
15 abont as close as yi
to real ife” Pas

revealed that Mlashover traiming
increasingly- gaming populanty
inthe United States,
The' training
[ESCUR Crew

said

proyvides

ing and raf

with: the ability, te récognise 4
signs of an impending - [ashove
the dangers involved’ and; Mo
artantly, the immediate actions
1o take to pratect thewr lives
As the first Malaysian: journdhst
to undereo, basic flashover frain
ing, /this writer leamed . that ire-
fighting/is novalways about carmy-
in2 the hoese into & buliding-fo
‘fight" the fire no matter what,
There are‘times when even the
rmined fireimién need- o
isetherr bimets: and fashover
18 designed 1o keepithem
aljve
Long-serving safety otlicers such
as Suhaimy Md Noh, an MMC staff
who is‘pow' part of the KVMRT
EMEFgency. rescue leam, has: been
in the business far 15 years: but
onlyunderwent his flashover train-
ing [ast month
“Even In other countries where |
had previouslyworked, there was
no fashover training. But we are
hoping that the majonty of our 200
teanmt members will undergo it
Arziah Mohd-Ahsim, 26, a salerty
clerk; feels all restuers, espegially
those involved in nnel re
nperations, need to gothrough the
Eraimineg.
Avidepanwhat goesoninside a
flashover container is found :at
LTI A AN R YT T B =3l v 1 10
=plpyDeliobell while the
Yiew fremi outside can be seem al
rwyouitithe.comiwatch?v=iZonc
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