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MEDIA RELEASE

APPROVED MRT ALIGNMENT CAUSES THE LEAST SOCIAL
IMPACT

Kuala Lumpur, 25 September 2012: Mass Rapid Transit Corporation Sdn Bhd (MRT Corp) would like
to respond to statements made at SIK(C) Naam Kheung in Cheras, Kuala Lumpur today.

The MRT Sungai Buloh-Kajang alignment approved by the Government in June 2011 is the optimal
alignment, after studying various options along the 51km alignment, including at Kampung
Landasan, Cheras Batu 3 1/2, Kuala Lumpur. This means that it has been studied fully by experts and
decided based on all factors including railway operations requirements.

MRT Corp understands that the alignment at this location, including the point where it surfaces from
underground to become an elevated alignment, was the same as the proposed alighnment which was
displayed for public inspection between March and May 2011. MRT Corp also understands that this
alignment was ultimately approved by the Government in June 2011 without any modifications.

This portion of the alignment in question is located between the underground Maluri station and
elevated Bukit Ria station. Therefore, the alignment between the stations has to move from below
surface level to above ground level. In meeting this need, a fair amount of space is required to build
an exit portal, and to allow for a safe and gradual increment of height of the alignment.

If the alignment remained on Jalan Cheras, the gradient upwards would be very steep (about 5%)
which is not safe for train operations. The loop towards Kg Landasan in front of the school allows for
the slope to increase gradually en route to Bukit Ria (between 3.2% to 3.75%), adding about 400m to
the distance and thus safer.

Note that an incline which is too steep will require more power when climbing up, and braking when
going downhill is also riskier.

The suggestion to go in a straight line from Maluri to Bukit Ria will also result in the alighment
passing through a very densely built-up area along Jalan Cheras. Building a portal along Jalan Cheras
will result in many shop lots needing to be acquired and demolished. Jalan Cheras itself will also
have to be realigned to meet this need. This is another reason why MRT alignment goes through the
former squatter area of Kg Landasan, which is now an open area next to SJK(C) Naam Kheung.

With this alignment, compulsory acquisition of properties and demolition of buildings was minimised
for the portal to be built. MRT Corp would like to reiterate that the current alignment does not
involve the acquisition of any land belonging to SIK(C) Naam Kheung and the school can function as
before. As such, this alighment causes the least social impact.



On concerns over safety, the MRT project worksite will be hoarded up to ensure that no
unauthorised people would accidentally enter the site. Proper traffic management in the area will
also be implemented in the area to ensure smooth traffic flow. On concerns over noise when the
MRT is operational, our low-noise trains will minimise impact from noise. Furthermore, sound
barriers will be erected beside the tracks to further mitigate impact from noise.

MRT Corp had met up with the Board of Governors of SIK(C) Naam Kheung, the Parent-Teacher
Association and also the alumni association on several occasions to explain the reason for the
alignment. MRT Corp had also proposed a modification to the design of the pier for the elevated
guide way at this location but it was rejected by the school.

-Ends-
About the MRT Project

MRT is a new rail transport system for the Klang Valley. It is part of the government’s Greater Kuala
Lumpur/Klang Valley’s National Key Economic Area (NKEA), under the Economic Transformation
Programme. The Sungai Buloh — Kajang (SBK) Line runs for 51kms, from the north-west town of Sg
Buloh to the south-east city town of Kajang. Upon completion, it will comprise 31 stations, and serve

1.2 million people along the route. It will also have strategic integration with KL’s existing rail
transport network, namely the LRT, Monorail and KTM Komuter, as well as intra and inter-city bus
routes. The end result will be better connectivity for KL and its surrounding cities, while reducing the
number of cars that enter the capital.
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