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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

MRT CORP HAS PUBLIC INTEREST IN MIND 
CEO: MRT Corp has always and continues to engage the public 

 

Kuala Lumpur, August 3, 2012: Mass Rapid Transit Corporation Sdn Bhd (MRT Corp) has reiterated 

the fact that views of the public was secured for the Sg Buloh – Kajang (SBK) Line of the Klang Valley 

Mass Rapid Transit (KVMRT) project it is undertaking. Following the handing over of a memorandum 

to MRT Corp yesterday, purportedly by the community of Jalan Sultan led by YB Fong Kui Lun, the 

Member of Parliament for Bukit Bintang and Mr Yong Yew Wei, the Secretary General of the KL & 

Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall, MRT Corp confirms all of the issues raised in the memorandum has 

been addressed before. 

 

“None of the issues raised in the document is new. We have consistently responded to similar 

questions. As far as MRT Corp is concerned, we have dutifully taken the input of the public in 

deciding the final alignment of the SBK Line. This was done for three consecutive months, as 

required by law, and we received tremendous response from the public,” says Dato’ Azhar Abdul 

Hamid, the CEO of MRT Corp. 

 

For three months in 2011, the Railway Scheme of the SBK Line was displayed publicly at seven 

locations (Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur, Majlis Bandaraya Petaling Jaya, Majlis Perbandaran 

Selayang, Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam, Majlis Perbandaran Kajang, Bangsar LRT station and 

Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat’s Dayabumi office). This display was done in accordance 

with the requirement of Section 86 of the Land Public Transport Act 2010. 

 

This display between March and May 2011 received no less than 6,000 responses, and the project 

approval rating was 91%. Separately, more than 50 engagement sessions with groups and 

communities along the alignment in conjunction with the public display period. One session was 

held at Chin Woo Stadium, Jalan Hang Jebat, which is 200m from Jalan Sultan, on 24 April 2011 

which was attended by 500 people.  

 

“The result of these engagements is the 18 signed Points of Agreement (POA) we have today. 2 

other property owners have agreed to be acquired, while another is finalizing the POA for signing. As 

of today, only Lok Ann Hotel, KL Gospel Hall and Yan Keng Benevolent Dramatic Association have not 

signed this POA. Surely, if owners of 18 property owners have put their trust in us, and have 

continued discussions towards finalizing the MA, this POA carries considerable weight,” says Dato’ 

Azhar, responding to claims that the POA was lob-sided in favour of MRT Corp. 

“Still, the group that came yesterday maintains that a public display is not the same as “public 

consultation”, when in fact, they are. The aim of the session was to allow the public to voice their 

opinions on the alignment and the project as whole. This has been done,” explains Dato’ Azhar 
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further.  

 

Dato’ Azhar also responded to the claims that the social impact of the project was not considered, 

saying that the social impact of the project was covered under the Detailed Environment Impact 

Assessment (DEIA).  

 

“We commissioned a heritage study of the buildings affected, and Jabatan Warisan Negara had 

issued a report in April 2012, stating that the area was not a heritage area. The report marked the 

buildings as “old” or “renovated”. We have to draw the distinction between heritage and historic. 

 

MRT Corp however will support of zoning the area as a Heritage Zone. The history that is within this 

area should indeed be protected, as it documents the early days of the formation of Kuala Lumpur 

itself. If the area is gazette as heritage, this could ensure that the historic buildings will not be easily 

renovated at the whims and fancies of the owners. Of course, in the end, the decision to gazette the 

buildings as heritage would be the call of the owners themselves. MRT Corp can undertake this 

exercise if the property owners wish for it to be done,” says Dato’ Azhar. 

 

Dato’ Azhar says zoning the area as heritage would not be detrimental to MRT Corp, as they do not 

intend to make any changes to the building structure, or to demolish the buildings.  

 

“All MRT Corp wants to do is to build a tunnel below the buildings, leading to the underground 

station provisionally known as Pasar Seni Station. The buildings that are being taken down to build 

the station - Klang Bus Stand, Plaza Warisan and Plaza UO - were all built in the 1980s, and some 

have outlived its usefulness,” says Dato’ Azhar. 

 

MRT Corp also explained that Jalan Sultan sits on a formation that is called the Kenny Hill Formation, 

which soil tests has proven is suitable for tunneling. Bore hole tests have also confirmed the 

formation there. 

 

“As per the official topography map of KL issued by the Direktorat Pemetaan Negara Malaysia, the 

Pasar Seni Station sits within the Kenny Hill formation. In fact, KL Sentral, Pasar Seni, Merdeka and 

Bukit Bintang Sentral all will sit within the same formation. It should be noted that tunneling can be 

done in other types of formations as well. Different formations present different challenges,’ 

explains Dato’ Azhar further. 

 

Dato’ Azhar also says that lab soil test reports are not always produced in such cases. Such reports 

are only undertaken if engineers need to know more about the make-up of the soil type. Data on the 

Kenny Hill Formation is sufficient for use by the engineers. Similarly, interpretation reports are not 

always issued, as they are mere interpretations. Bore hole logs however, are factual data obtained 

when the holes are bored. 
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Dato’ Azhar also said he was disappointed with the way the group appeared at the MRT Corp office 

yesterday. In particular, he said the “gift” of an alarm clock was distasteful. 

“In simple terms the “gift” was rude. If I can understand that giving clocks is symbolic of wishing 

death upon a person in the Chinese culture, then for the group to have given this to me was wrong. 

We can disagree on issues but what the group did was out of line. I regret that it happened,” says 

Dato’ Azhar. 

 

ENDS 

 

About the MRT Project 

MRT is a new rail transport system for the Klang Valley. It is part of the government’s Greater Kuala 

Lumpur/Klang Valley’s National Key Economic Area (NKEA), under the Economic Transformation 

Programme. The Sungai Buloh – Kajang (SBK) Line runs for 51kms, from the north-west town of Sg 

Buloh to the south-east city town of Kajang. Upon completion, it will comprise 31 stations, and serve 

1.2 million people along the route. It will also have strategic integration with KL’s existing rail transport  

network, namely the LRT, Monorail and KTM Komuter, as well as intra and inter-city bus routes. The 

end result will be better connectivity for KL and its surrounding cities, while reducing the number of 

cars that enter the capital. 
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