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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

JOINT STATEMENT BY MRT CORPORATION & UDA 

HOLDINGS ON DEVELOPMENT OF BB SENTRAL MRT 

STATION 

Kuala Lumpur, July 3, 2012: MRT Corporation Sdn Bhd  (MRT Corp) and UDA Holdings Berhad (UDA) 

is issuing this joint statement in response to recent media reports related to the construction of the 

BB Sentral Station, located near Bukit Bintang Plaza (BB Plaza). 

MRT Corp wishes to clarify that the BB Sentral Station is an underground station, and in building this 

facility, some level of works need to be performed at ground level. The public area that MRT Corp 

needs to take over to construct the underground station is located in front of both BB Plaza and 

Bangunan Yayasan Selangor. This area will eventually be the location of the main entrance and exit 

to the BB Sentral Station, the Station Emergency Escape Staircases,  and also intended for the critical 

Ventilation Shafts that serve the station.  

In effect, the following businesses located outside BB Plaza will make way for the work: 

a) Gloria Jeans’ Coffees 

b) Hot & Roll 

c) Starbucks Coffee (seating area only) 

d) MADO Ice Cream (Yayasan Selangor’s tenant) 

UDA has forwarded to MRT Corp compensation proposals from some of the kiosk owners as a result 

of their business discontinuity.  

Following discussions between MRT Corp and UDA, MRT Corp has revised the station design to avoid 

having direct integration with BB Plaza. However, the revised design allows for integration to take 

place later, if and when BB Plaza is re-developed in the future. Thus, based on the revised 

standalone design, neither BB Plaza nor UDA office building need to be demolished to accommodate 

the construction of BB Sentral Station. The standalone BB Sentral Station will be accessible from the 

ground level in front of BB Plaza. 

At all times during this construction, pedestrian access into BB Plaza from the front entrance will 

remain open. The area that we identified above will be hoarded to protect road users and 

pedestrians, as well as the project site. A covered walkway will be built for the safety of pedestrians 

and shoppers, while a hoarded entry into BB Plaza will also be built. “Business As Usual” signages will 

be put up at strategic sections of these hoardings. 
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Part of Jalan Bulan 1 (that links to Jalan Bukit Bintang) will also be temporarily closed for the MRT 

construction works. This closure will take effect on 30 November 2012 and is expected to remain 

closed for four years. Several food operators located along Jalan Bulan 1 within BB Plaza will also 

have to make way for this. There will also no longer be access to Metrojaya from this road during 

this temporary closure.  

SAFETY & INTEGRITY OF BB PLAZA DURING WORKS 

UDA has sought assurance from MRT Corp on the safety and integrity of BB Plaza itself during the 

construction of the BB Sentral Station. MRT Corp wishes to inform the public that a very minimal 

ground movement is expected during the work below the road level. The diaphragm walls of the 

station will be built using the top-down system, making the construction robust. The present BB 

Plaza structure itself is also robust, with the presence of the two levels of basement augmenting 

structural integrity to the underground area. 

INTEGRATION WITH BB PLAZA 

In planning the BB Sentral Station, MRT Corp envisioned integration with BB Plaza. This integration 

would have also benefitted tenants of BB Plaza, with the MRT 4-car train set able to carry a 

maximum of 20,000 people in one hour in one direction. It was on this basis that MRT Corp 

suggested the idea of redevelopment of the mall. However, such integration needs to be agreed by 

both parties.    

MOVING FORWARD 

MRT Corp will now build the BB Sentral Station without integration with BB Plaza. As such, access to 

the station will now be independent of the mall, but located along the five-foot way in front of BB 

Plaza. Several other access points to the station will also be built from the surrounding roads, as 

originally planned. 

UDA has been informed that the requests made by kiosk operators affected by the works to defer 

the works until after Ramadan has to be declined due to the impact of such a delay to the overall 

timeline of the project. However, following the dialogue with traders today, we have agreed to allow 

the kiosks to remain open until midnight on Sunday 8 July 2012. An appropriate and reasonable 

compensation will be negotiated with the operators. 

ENDS 

 

About the MRT Project 

MRT is a new rail transport system for the Klang Valley. It is part of the government’s Greater Kuala 

Lumpur/Klang Valley’s National Key Economic Area (NKEA), under the Economic Transformation 

Programme. The Sungai Buloh – Kajang (SBK) Line runs for 51kms, from the north-west town of Sg 

Buloh to the south-east city town of Kajang. Upon completion, it will comprise 31 stations, and serve 

1.2 million people along the route. It will also have strategic integration with KL’s existing rail transport  
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network, namely the LRT, Monorail and KTM Komuter, as well as intra and inter-city bus routes. The 

end result will be better connectivity for KL and its surrounding cities, while reducing the number of 

cars that enter the capital. 

 

For further media enquiries, please contact: 

Edelman 

Yoong Loong Hin (loonghin.yoong@edelman.com)/  

Maureen Jeyasooriar (maureen.jeyasooriar@edelman.com)  

Mobile: 016 564 5670/ 016 206 4427 
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