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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

MRT CORP MAKES PUBLIC TENDER  

EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR MRT ELECTRIC TRAINS 
Firm underlines transparency of tender evaluation process for rolling stock 

 
KUALA LUMPUR, 04 June 2012: Mass Rapid Transit Corporation Sdn Bhd (MRT Corp) made public 

their tender evaluation process for the acquisition of the rolling stock Klang Valley Mass Rapid 

Transit (KVMRT) line. This unprecedented move was made in view of the high level of interest in the 

bid, and also in line with the company’s emphasis on transparency for its procurement process.  

 

MRT Corp Chief Executive Officer Dato’ Azhar Abdul Hamid said by revealing the criteria the 

Government has imposed, Malaysians will be able to see that stringent steps are being taken to 

ensure that the best companies are selected to supply the electric trains for the country’s first MRT 

line. 

 

 “Although unprecedented, this transparent move by MRT Corp shouldn’t be considered out of the 

ordinary. We have always maintained that there is absolute transparency in our processes, and by 

making the evaluation process public, the rakyat can see for themselves how objective it really is,” 

he said. 

  

Dato’ Azhar explained that when tenders close on 11 June 2012, all bidders will be subjected to a 

four (4)-stage evaluation process. Bidders must get through one stage to qualify for the next round. 

 

The most basic stage is Stage 1, which involves evaluation on the completeness of basic documents 

as specified in the tender documents. If a bidder qualifies, the bid is then evaluated at Stage 2. 

 

In Stage 2, several criteria are assessed which are technical solution and competence, reconfirmation 

of financial strength, as declared during the pre-qualification stage, and legal evaluation. At this 

stage, the first item on the list is actually the bidder’s experience on similar projects using driverless 

trains. 

 

“I don’t think it can be over emphasized how important this is. MRT Corp trains will be driverless, 

and thus relevant, successful experience in this is a pre-requisite. For us, the end-user which will be 

the rakyat must not be shortchanged by the use of untried or under-performing systems or 

technologies,” explains Dato’ Azhar. 

 

He also added that while the technical solution and competence is important, the financial state of 

the company is equally important to give MRT Corp the peace of mind that comes with the 

knowledge.  

http://www.mymrt.com.my/
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As for legal evaluation, Dato’ Azhar explained that MRT Corp will look out for companies that may 

have been taken to court for non-performance of their products, or non-delivery of their contracts. 

In the event of the existence of such legal cases, these case files need to be studied to ensure MRT 

Corp reaches a decision informed and backed-up by facts. 

 

Companies that get through then go on to Stage 3, where the commercial package and their 

proposal for the mandatory off-set programme is evaluated. Dato’ Azhar says the off-set programme 

is important to ensure Malaysian companies benefit from this project, either through opening of 

new markets for them, technology transfer or even the creation of a local facility to deliver the 

rolling stock. 

 

“This will ensure that the Malaysian economy receives multiple boosters from the MRT project. We 

will not just be building a world-class transportation system, but also building and developing other 

facets of the economy such as human resource competency, career opportunities, research and 

development and also transfer of know-how,” explains Dato’ Azhar. 

 

The final hurdle is Stage 4, where the best evaluated tender is determined through the combined 

results of the technical, commercial and off-set programme evaluations. Each criterion is given 

particular weightage, with the technical criterion carrying the highest weightage. 

 

Elaborating on the evaluation on technical solution and competence, Dato’ Azhar said it was 

compulsory for the bidders to pass four critical categories - experience of the bidder and its key 

personnel in design and implementation of projects involving driverless trains; compliance with 

specifications and technical substantiation; performance levels and justifications of proposed 

technical solutions and the interface management and system integration of driverless trains. 

Bidders will be eliminated if they fail to pass each of these four categories.  

 

“It has to be full compliance for this particular category. Their track record for delivery and 

implementation of driverless trains must be impeccable, their technical competency second to none, 

and their proposed systems and interfaces must be top-notch. KL deserves the best and we will get 

the best, at the right price,” says Dato’ Azhar. 

 

Other categories within the technical solution and competence criteria are Life Cycle Operation and 

Maintenance Costs; Execution Management Plan; System RAMS Assurance and Risk Management; 

Preliminary Works Programme; Production Resources of the Company & Subcontractors; and 

Quality and Site Safety, Health, Environment Assurance. 

 

Six (6) companies have been pre-qualified to tender for the electric trains systems work package. 

The companies are Kawasaki Heavy Industries Ltd, Bombardier (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd-Bombardier 

Sifang (Qingdao) Transportation Ltd-Scomi Rail Bhd consortium, Changchun Railways Vehicles Co Ltd 
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(CNR), Siemens AG and Siemens (M) Sdn Bhd, Hyundai Rotem Company and CSR Zhuzhou Electric 

Locomotive Co Ltd.  

 

The tender for 58 electric train sets opened for bidding to the companies on 24 February 2012 and 

will close on 11 June 2012. 

 
ENDS 

 
 

About the MRT Project 

MRT is the acronym for MY Rapid Transit, which is a new rail transport system for the Klang Valley. It 

is part of the government’s Greater Kuala Lumpur/Klang Valley’s National Key Economic Area 

(NKEA), under the Economic Transformation Programme. The Sungai Buloh – Kajang (SBK) Line 

runs for 51kms, from the north-west town of Sg Buloh to the south-east city town of Kajang. Upon 

completion, it will comprise 31 stations, and serve 1.2 million people along the route. It will also have 

strategic integration with KL’s existing rail transport network, namely the LRT, Monorail and KTM 

Komuter, as well as intra and inter-city bus routes. The end result will be better connectivity for KL 

and its surrounding cities, while reducing the number of cars that enter the capital. 
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