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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

MRT Corporation Sets The Record Straight 

Mis-information disrupting discussions to resolve the concerns of the landowners in 

Jalan Sultan, Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jalan Inai 

    

Kuala Lumpur, 13 October 2011: The MRT Corporation (MRT Corp) today set the 

record straight on the issue of land acquisition arising from the alignment of My 

Rapid Transit (MRT) Sungai Buloh Kajang Line through the city center. In its maiden 

Press Conference following the official handing over of the MRT project from 

Prasarana to MRT Corp yesterday, CEO of MRT Corp, Dato’ Azhar Abdul Hamid said, 

“As the new project owner, MRT Corp is ready to implement effective solutions to 

get this key project on track. There have been too much speculation and 

unnecessary comments made by unrelated parties on this issue that have distracted 

from the bigger aim of providing efficient, clean and fast transportation to the 

Malaysian public.”   

 

Specifically addressing recent news reports, Dato Azhar explained, “I have personally 

met the affected parties from all three areas this month and have discussed specific 

solutions tailored for address their concerns. We understand that the current laws 

do not leave much room to maneuver, but the way to avoid acquisition is by having a 

mutually acceptable agreement with all affected parties individually. Let me stress 

that at this stage, we have not reached an agreement with the affected parties.” 

 

The discussions between MRT Corp and affected landowners and their 

representatives are currently on-going and centers around the following: 

 

Jalan Sultan: No acquisition, No demolition, Fair compensation 

The plan is not to acquire any land nor demolish any building along Jalan Sultan for 

the construction of the SBK line. This calls for an agreement where the land title will 

be re-issued with provision for the MRT tunnel to co-exist below. During the period 

of tunneling at this location, expected in the 2nd quarter of 2014, the tenants of the 
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affected shop lots will have to move out for a period of up to 6 months, purely in the 

interest of health and safety. Fair compensation will be paid to the shop owners or 

their representatives for this period. They will be able to move back in and resume 

business as usual after the construction phase ends.  

 

Jalan Bukit Bintang  

Land is needed for the station to be built underground, and it has to be dug from the 

surface to get underground. Exits, air ventilation vents, access and other technical 

requirements also need to be built. MRT Corp is not interested in taking any land.  

That is not our business. 

 

The proposed plan is for an agreement with the land owners or their representatives 

to retain the land titles but agree to allow us to clear the surface area to dig down. 

We will compensate for any loss of business in the interim and for any demolished 

buildings. Further, we are open to an agreement where we will re-build shops for the 

owners to return to in return for acquisition. I have also offered the work with them 

and the Ministry of Tourism to redevelop the whole area so that the Bukit Bintang 

becomes the Star of the city.  

 

Jalan Inai 

We need to treat and stabilize the ground for the tunneling and that has to be dug 

from the surface. What I have discussed with the landowners or their 

representatives is for them to retain the land title but agree to the demolition of the 

buildings for us the treat the land for tunneling works to be carried out safely. After 

the tunneling process, the original owners can regain possession of the land. We will 

compensate for any loss of business in the interim and demolished structures. We 

are also willing to work together with the land owners who may have 

redevelopment plans to ensure that the safety of the tunnel is not compromised 

when they are doing construction work.  
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On the alignment, we have conducted in depth research and looked at all the various 

options, even the ones being bandied around by uninformed parties. We don’t make 

decisions such as this without through, proper evaluation. The alignment is the most 

optimal and we will not change it.  

 

MRT Corp looks forward to working closely with all stakeholders to address their 

concerns and move ahead on the successful implementation of this key project for 

the nation. It is my fervent hope that all parties will refrain from politicizing the 

issue. I am open to meeting all parties to discuss any concerns they may have. 

 

The ball is now firmly in landowners’ court. I urge them to work with us to amicably 

resolve the issue and enjoy the benefits resulting from the project. 

     

 

- End - 

     

For further media enquiries, please contact: 

Edelman Public Relations 

Raymond Siva 

Mobile: 016 223 7226 

Email: Raymond.siva@edelman.com  

mailto:Raymond.siva@edelman.com

