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PRESS STATEMENT               6 OCTOBER 2011 
 
 

 
Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat’s response to allegation that MY Rapid 

Transit alignment was changed to avoid VIP house 
 
 
KUALA LUMPUR (6 OCTOBER 2011): The Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat 
(SPAD) would like to clarify allegations that the MY Rapid Transit (MRT) alignment 
was changed to avoid acquiring a bungalow on a plot of land in Jalan Damansara, 
off Jalan Duta in Kuala Lumpur. 
 
The MRT is being built by the Government to enable better mobility for the people 
of the Greater Klang Valley/Klang Valley area. The MRT will seamlessly integrate 
the current public rail transport network and function as the key enabler for the 
Greater Kuala Lumpur/Klang Valley area to be a top-20 ranking city for economic 
growth and at the same time become among the global top-20 most liveable cities 
by 2020. To achieve this, people must be able to move efficiently and the MRT 
project is critical to achieving this. 
 
The MRT alignment was determined through a three-step process, ensuring that 
the optimal route is arrived at. The first step is the establishment of fixed points 
along the corridor in which the MRT alignment must serve. These are major 
developments and landmarks within the corridor which need public transport 
services. 
 
Secondly, the alignment has to connect these fixed points. To arrive at the best 
alignment, a balance of six factors have to be considered - minimizing social 
impact, optimizing journey time, constructability, optimizing ridership, minimizing 
land acquisition, and ensuring integration with existing and future public transport 
network. 
 
Finally, the alignment has to go through public scrutiny where it is displayed to the 
public for feedback for three months.  
 
For this project, several changes to the proposed alignment and station locations 
were made as a result of public feedback obtained following the public display of 
the railway scheme between 14 February 2011 and 14 May 2011. Among the 
changes to the original proposed alignment were at Kajang, Bukit Dukung and Kota 
Damansara while station locations were changed at Taman Tun Dr Ismail and Bukit 
Bintang. These changes managed to significantly reduce private land acquisition 
and social impact on the residents in those areas. At the same time, the other 
factors like optimizing ridership and journey time, technical feasibility and 
integration were not significantly compromised. 
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Take Kajang as an example where the alignment was moved to avoid acquisition of 
many shoplots in the middle of the town. This re-alignment was possible because 
suitable land was available for the re-aligned track and station, there was less 
acquisition of private land, and the additional distance of the new alignment was 
not significant to make journey time longer. 
 
Similarly at Bukit Dukung near Kajang, the original proposed alignment along the 
old Cheras-Kajang road was rerouted to run along the Grand Saga Highway. The 
original alignment was ideal in terms of reaching population centres at Kampung 
Bukit Dukung, Simpang Balak and Taman Mesra. However, land acquisition for this 
route affected a surau, part of a school building and many residential and 
commercial shoplots. The new alignment was possible again because there was 
suitable land and fewer residential buildings affected.  
 
This evaluation process was also followed for the modification of the alignment at 
the plot of land in Jalan Damansara. Following the feedback from the land owners 
given before the final approval of the alignment by the government, S.P.A.D. 
evaluated the alternatives and accepted the option of moving the original 
alignment further to the edge of the plot of land.  
 
The re-alignment was possible because firstly there was suitable alternative land 
available. However, more importantly, the realignment reduced the amount of 
land acquisition by over 1,000 square metres. Furthermore, the new alignment to 
the edge of the land causes less injury to the owner because the remaining land is 
left intact and economically viable. The original alignment would have sliced the 
piece of land into two non-connected pieces and the government would have had 
to compensate a huge amount for the loss of economic potential of the land. This 
compensation will have to be paid by the taxpayer. Indeed there was a cost to this 
realignment but it is lower than the potential compensation payout. 
 
The bungalow on the piece of land did not play a part in the evaluation process for 
the re-alignment because the original proposed alignment did not affect the 
building in the first place. The allegation is totally false and the item marked on 
the map as the “VIP House” is totally incorrect. 
 
The same principles apply for Jalan Sultan and Jalan Bukit Bintang. However, the 
outcome of the evaluation in these two cases is that the original proposed 
alignment should stay while the original two-station option in Bukit Bintang was 
changed to just one station. 
 
In Jalan Sultan, the consideration was that the MRT has to serve two fixed points – 
Pasar Seni LRT station for the integration with the Kelana Jaya line, and the 
Merdeka Stadium area for the future development in that area. To link these two 
points, various options were looked at. The conclusion was that the current 
alignment was picked as the optimal alignment. Other alternative alignments 
which were studied and relooked at many times together with the empty car parks 
around the area cannot be considered because they will inevitably result in the 
MRT either missing the integration point at Pasar Seni and the Merdeka Stadium’s 
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future development, or force the alignment to make impossible turns and bends. 
On top of that, buildings will still be affected. 
 
For the Bukit Bintang area, the two station option was merged to one station at 
the Jalan Bukit Bintang-Jalan Sultan Ismail junction because it is the only 
integration point with the monorail as well as the heart of the commercial area 
Bukit Bintang. The original proposed two locations turned out not to be suitable 
because of the lack of integration and the fact that they are away from the focal 
point of Bukit Bintang’s commercial heart. Furthermore, the original two-station 
option will still result in shophouses and even high rise being acquired and 
demolished. 
 
As a way forward, the Government has clearly stated that the shophouses at Jalan 
Sultan which are located above the MRT tunnel will not need to be demolished. All 
that remains to be discussed now is on the details for the solution to be 
implemented so that the original owners can re-gain possession of the Jalan Sultan 
properties after the tunnel construction period. Discussions are also on-going 
between the project owner and the property owners of the affected shoplots in 
Jalan Bukit Bintang for a win-win solution to be found. 
 
As a conclusion, what is clear is that the Government is consistent in its efforts to 
engage with stakeholders, listen to their feedback, and undertake changes in the 
MRT project whenever it is feasible to do so. However, in other instances the 
Government has to stand firm when the alternatives will significantly increase 
project cost or in some way harm project objectives stated above. These decisions 
are not easy but at the end of the day, the greater good for Malaysians at large 
must prevail. 
 
 
MOHD NUR KAMAL 
Chief Executive Officer 
Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat 

 
 

______________________________ 
 
 
About SPAD 
 
Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat (SPAD) was officially established on 3 June 2010 
following the passing of the Land Public Transport Act 2010 by Parliament in May 2010. 
The Commission gained its full powers on 31 January 2011 with the gazetting of the Land 
Public Transport Act 2010. SPAD, which comes directly under the purview of the Prime 
Minister, brings the functions of drawing up policies, planning and regulating all aspects 
of train, bus and taxi services as well as road- and rail-based freight transport under one 
roof. The Commission also has enforcement powers which it will carry out with close 
cooperation with other enforcement agencies such as the Royal Malaysian Police and the 
Road Transport Department. 
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For enquiries, please contact: 
 

Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat (03-2268 5782) 
Leong Shen-li at 012-3196602 / shenli@spad.gov.my 

 
Edelman Malaysia (03-2287 8689) 

Raymond Siva at 016-223 7226 / Raymond.siva@edelman.com 
Ida Fazila Ismail at 016-2836519 /ida.fazila@edelman.com 


