
  
  
 

 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  

 

MY RAPID TRANSIT HERALDS A NEW ERA FOR MALAYSIA’S 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEM 

 
Announcement of Final Alignment approval signals green light to the first MRT 

project for the nation. 

 

Kuala Lumpur, July 8, 2011 – Malaysia’s MY Rapid Transit (MRT) project was officially 

launched today by YAB Dato’ Sri Najib Tun Razak, Prime Minister of Malaysia who also 

announced the approval of the final alignment. The launch and announcement of the final 

alignment will see the commencement of land clearing works for the Sungai Buloh-Kajang 

(SBK) Line, the first MRT line earmarked under the Greater Kuala Lumpur initiative. The 

much awaited MRT project marks an important milestone in the nation’s history as it is set 

to transform Kuala Lumpur’s transportation infrastructure and propel the nation’s capital 

city into the top twenty most livable and economically-vibrant cities.  

 

The MRT is the largest civil infrastructure project undertaken by the government as part of 

its Economic Transformation Programme. The much-needed transport infrastructure is set 

to provide long term benefits to the nation’s economy and the public in general. The 

project is significant not only as a means to move large volumes of people, reducing 

traffic congestion and increasing productivity, but as an enabler of economic growth for 

the whole nation and to improve the standard of living and lifestyle of the large number of 

Malaysian workers who come from every corner of Malaysia to make the Greater KL/Klang 

Valley region their home. 

 

Dato’ Sri Najib Tun Razak said during the event, 

“This is one of the key projects in the National Key Economic Area under the 

Economic Transformation Programme. This project will have a positive impact on 

the Malaysia’s economy overall as it is capable of generating between RM 3 billion 

to RM 4 billion in gross National income (GNI) between 2011 and 2020. 

 

We should also be able to see between RM8 to 12 billion generated from spin off 

projects from the construction of this Klang Valley MRT project.” 

 



  
  
 

 

 

 

The initial SBK MRT Line was highlighted consistently through various studies and proposals 

as the population catchment of 1.2 million people is currently underserved by the present 

rail networks. The project is also unique in that it has received the active involvement of the 

rakyat from day one, based on the significant participation in the feedback process. 

Thousands of comments and suggestions have been received via email, feedback forms and 

letters. The project owners and contractors have also been asked by the government and 

SPAD to look into each of the feedback and to find solutions to issues. 

 

The project will see ground works commencing at three locations along the alignment, in 

Sungai Buloh, Cochrane and Semantan. Once completed, the MRT will benefit more than 

10 million commuters in the Klang Valley. The Land Public Transport Commission (SPAD), 

which oversees the project, expects to have at least 50 percent of Klang Valley commuters 

switching to public transport.   

 

Speaking at the launch, Chairman of SPAD, Tan Sri Syed Hamid Albar said, 

We have been studying the various facets of the public transport in Malaysia with 

a keen focus towards the Klang Valley. Kuala Lumpur is also the economic and 

financial hub of Malaysia.  Reliable mass transportation is one of our most 

pressing infrastructure challenges and a key factor in the nation’s 

competitiveness.  

 

During the launch, SPAD also announced that it is currently conducting feasibility studies on 

extending the MRT system nationwide especially regional economic centres such as Johor 

Bahru and Penang. The initiative is part of SPAD’s long term planning to ensure that the 

MRT system and the wider transport network are accessible to every layer of society. 

 

During the course of the public display, SPAD and Prasarana initiated a 3-month public 

display at seven locations, registering more than 6,000 public feedback with a resounding 

91% percent support. It also held over 50 public engagement forums through the help of 

government agencies and local councils to meet residents, business groups and relevant 

stakeholders along the alignment to listen to their feedback and finds ways to address 

concerns that the community have raised, namely issues related to the environment, land 

acquisition and transparency. 



  
  
 

 

 

 

The MRT is designed to serve as a backbone towards the current intercity rail network 

which comprises the existing Light Rail Transit and KTM Komuter System. The final 

alignment was drawn up with the objective of minimizing social and environmental impact 

as well as to include future integration plans.  

 

Construction on the 51 kilometer Sungai Buloh-Kajang line will begin in November this year 

when the first tender packages are awarded. The project is expected to be completed in 

2016 and commence operations in January 2017. Once completed, the Klang Valley MRT 

project will have 31 stations, with 8 underground stations.  Out of this, there will be four 

interchange stations connecting the KTM Komuter Line, Ampang LRT Line and the Kelana 

Jaya LRT Line. Once completed, it will provide an affordable, faster, safer, cleaner and 

more reliable form of transportation.  It will significantly reduce traffic, increase work 

mobility and create new employment opportunities.  

______________________________ 

 
About SPAD 
Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat (SPAD) was officially established on 3 June 2010 following 
the passing of the Land Public Transport Act 2010 by Parliament in May 2010. The Commission 
gained its full powers on 31 January 2011 with the gazetting of the Land Public Transport Act 
2010. SPAD, which comes directly under the purview of the Prime Minister, brings the functions of 
drawing up policies, planning and regulating all aspects of train, bus and taxi services as well as 
road and rail-based freight transport under one roof. The Commission also has enforcement 
powers which it will carry out with close cooperation with other enforcement agencies such as the 
Royal Malaysian Police and the Road Transport Department. 
 
About Prasarana 
Prasarana is a fully-owned Government company established by the Ministry of Finance, set up to 
facilitate, undertake and expedite public infrastructure projects approved by the Government. 
Prasarana and its group of companies are also the asset-owners and operators of several public 
transport providers namely the LRT Ampang and Kelana Jaya Lines, KL Monorail system and the 
RapidKL bus operation in the Klang Valley. Other places of operations include RapidPenang bus 
services in Penang and the cable car in Langkawi. 
 

 

 
For enquiries, please contact: 

 
Suruhanjaya Pengangkutan Awam Darat (03-2268 5782) 

Leong Shen-li at 012-3196602 / shenli@spad.gov.my 
Nur Balkish Hood at 012-377 3626 / nur.balkish@spad.gov.my 

 
Syarikat Prasarana Negara Berhad (03-2299 1999) 

Shuhainie Shamsudin at 016-343 4508 / shuhainie@prasarana.com.my 
 

Edelman Malaysia (03-2287 8689) 
Sudhakaran Kanan at 017-329 1322 / Sudhakaran.kanan@edelman.com 

Raymond Siva at 016-223 7226 / Raymond.siva@edelman.com 


