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MRT project awaits review of EIA report 
THE Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process is again in the limelight with the last public 
display report for the proposed Klang Valley Mass Rapid Transit Sungai Buloh-Kajang line ending on 
March 15. 

The public display ran for 30 days at more than 20 locations nationwide and the feedback period 
was an important component of the EIA process. 

Department of Environment (DoE) diector-general Datuk Rosnani Ibarahim said there was a 
misconception that the EIA report was a one-stop document containing every detail of a particular 
project. 

“The EIA report is only a project planning tool to identify, predict, evaluate and communicate 
information about the impact on the environment of a proposed project while detailing the mitigating 
measures to reduce the adverse effects on the surroundings,” Rosnani said in a press statement. 

 

Public feedback: The last public display for the proposed MRT line ended on March 15.  

Findings of the EIA would need to be incorporated into the detailed design of the proposed project. 

The EIA ensures that environmental problems are foreseen and addressed at an early stage in the 
project planning and design. 

“It is a daunting task to explain to the public that the EIA report does not contain information such as 
the increase in property price in a particular location,” Rosnani said. 

The DoE does not endorse or reject a particular project, but evaluates the environmental impact 
based on the EIA report. 



» 

EIA report does not contain information such as the increase in property price in a particular location.« DATUK 
ROSNANI IBARAHIM 

It evaluates the report and may approve or reject the EIA report. 

The DoE has rejected EIA reports on many occasions because critical information have been 
incomplete or where the report indicates disastrous consequences to the environment. 

The role of the DoE does not stop at the EIA report but is tasked with enforcement to ensure that the 
project owners comply with the EIA conditions. 

In the case of the proposed Klang Valley MRT project, during the construction stage noise levels 
cannot exceed a certain limit specified in an EIA approval condition. 

The DoE will take action against the project owner and corrective action need to be taken. The 
department will continue to play a role even after the construction period is over. 

During operation, the noise and vibration levels specified need to be complied with. The DoE will 
continue with enforcement and monitoring of the EIA approval conditions. 

An independent environment compliance audit will also need to be conducted by the project owner 
both during construction and operation. 

The Klang Valley MRT project, if implemented well, will have a positive effect on the environment in 
the long run as the idea is to reduce the number of cars on the road and thus create less congestion 
and pollution. 

Public feedback on the proposed MRT line involved 675 respondents along the entire alignment 
from Sungai Buloh to Kajang. 

Meetings were held on Jan 14 and 15 to inform the public regarding the proposed project and obtain 
their feedback. 



The two meetings were held for residents in Kota Damansara, Taman Tun Dr Ismail, Cheras and 
Kajang. 

A meeting was also held in Kuala Lumpur with non-governmental organisations, businesses and 
government agencies. 

The results of these surveys and meetings were included in the EIA report and submitted by the 
project initiator, Syarikat Prasarana Negara Berhad (Prasarana), the asset owner of the MRT project 
to the DoE. 

For the next stage, public feedback was sought on the EIA report. 

On Feb 14, the DoE released the EIA report displayed on March 15 with the deadline for receiving 
feedback set for March 30. 

The public were notified through the mass media and DoE’s website as to when and where the EIA 
reports would be available for review and comment. 

The EIA report together with the public feedback will be reviewed by the ad hoc Detailed EIA Review 
Panel headed by the director-general of Environmental Quality and experts from universities, private 
sector and non-governmental organisations. 

The review will point to whether the report will either be rejected or approved with conditions and 
recommendations to Prasarana. 

Prasarana will then have to respond with an Environment Management Plan (EMP) outlining the 
mitigating measures that will be implemented during the construction and operation stage to 
minimise the environmental impacts identified in the EIA report. 

The EMP needs to be continuously updated because it is concerned with minimising environmental 
harm and monitoring the effectiveness of environmental protection. 

Submission of an EMP is one of an EIA’s approval conditions. 

Additionally the mitigation measures in the EMP will have to be adhered failing which punitive 
measures would be taken by DoE such as fines or court action.  
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